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THE WINE
Across over seven decades, generations of winemakers and master 
blenders have watched and nurtured this incredibly rare wine as it ages 
peacefully in the Graham’s Lodge in Vila Nova de Gaia. As Europe began 
slowly rebuilding its ravaged economy from World War II, only limited 
quantities of the best parcels of wine of the 1950 harvest were set aside for 
long-term aging. Over time, these casks were used for blending with 
other wines and very little has reached us. Charles Symington has now 
decided to release just half of the last cask. This remarkable wine is a 
celebration of the deep complexity and balance that only experience can 
craft.

Vintage:
The 1950 growing season in the Douro was generally moderate with none 
of the heat spikes recorded in recent years which slowed the pace of the 
growth cycle and resulted in a late starting harvest. In these conditions, 
maturations proceeded steadily, delivering grapes with an incredible 
balance of sugar and acidity. 
An entry in the Symington family harvest records, written by brothers 
Maurice and Ron Symington post-harvest notes: “conditions throughout 
were ideal, cool nights and never too hot during the daytime.” This 
generally cool profile of the growing cycle defined the elegance and 
extraordinary freshness which are hallmarks of the finest 1950 wines.

Tasting Note:
The deep auburn center reflects the wine’s amazing concentration, while 
the pale ochre rim signals its venerable age. A flourish of aromas reveals 
walnuts, soft caramel and honey notes, demerara, citrus preserves and 
cigar box scents. The voluptuous palate — simultaneously intense and 
delicate — unravels layers of refined, rich citrus fruit and soft caramel, 
with a beam of freshness providing exquisite balance. Pleasant traces of 
tobacco leaf and mocha make for a lingering finale.

Wine Specification:
ABV: 20%
Total Acidity: 5.6 g/L (tartaric 
acid)

Limited Edition 

UPC: 094799011422

Provenance - Grape Varieties
The grapes for this port were sourced 
primarily from Graham’s Quinta dos 
Malvedos, but also from other smaller 
vineyards in the Rio Torto Valley from 
where Graham’s traditionally secured 
some of the best grapes for its ports. 
Principal grape varieties were Touriga 
Franca, Tinto Cão, Tinta Amarela, 
Touriga Nacional, Tinta Barroca and 
Sousão.

SCORES

98 Points, Wine Spectator, 2022
97 Points, Wine Advoacte, 2022

96 Points, Wine Enthusiast, 2022


